Examples of APA Format


1.  Book with One Author 
 Reference in the text

When paraphrasing the general idea, page numbers are not required. 

. . . which offered a theoretical backdrop for a number of innovative behavior modification approaches (Skinner, 1969). 

Reference at the end of the text (bibliography)

Skinner, B.F. (1969). Contingencies of reinforcement. New York:  Appleton-Century-Crofts.

2.  Edited Book (#25, p. 249)

Bremner, G., & Fogel, A. (Eds.). (2001). Blackwell handbook of infant development.  Malden, MA: Blackwell.
3.  Chapter in An Edited Book (# 34, p. 252)

Reference in the text

. . . The elucidation of the potency of infant-mother relationships, showing how later adaptations echo the quality of early interpersonal experiences (Harlow, 1958, chap. 8). 

Reference at the end of the text (bibliography)

Harlow, H. F. (1958). Biological and biochemical basis of behavior. In D. C. Spencer (Ed.), Symposium on interdisciplinary research (pp. 239-252). Madison: University of Wisconsin Press.

11. Citation for a Journal Article (# 1, p. 240)

Reference in the text

When quoting an author's words exactly, indicate the page number:  

Even some psychologists have expressed the fear that "psychology is in danger of losing its status as an independent body of knowledge" (Peele, 1981, p. 807). 

Reference at the end of the text (bibliography)

Peele, S. (1981). Reductionism in the psychology of the eighties: Can biochemistry eliminate addiction, mental illness, and pain? American Psychologist, 36, 807-818.

13. Journal Article, More than Six Authors (#4, p. 240)
Reference in the text

. . . the nutritional value of figs is greatly enhanced by combining them with the others (Cates et al., 1991). 

Reference at the end of the text (bibliography)

Cates, A. R., Harris, D. L., Boswell, W., Jameson, W. L., Yee, C., Peters, A. V., et al. (1991). Figs and dates and their benefits. Food Studies Quarterly, 11, 482-489.

14. Magazine or Newspaper Article on the Internet (not from a library database)
Sarewitz, D., & Pielke, R. (2000, July). Breaking the global warming gridlock [Electronic version]. The Atlantic Monthly, 286(1), 54-64.

15. Article from an Internet-only Journal (e-Journal) (#72, p. 272)
Bilton, P. (2000, January). Another island, another story: A source for Shakespeare's The Tempest. Renaissance Forum, 5(1). Retrieved August 28, 2001, from http://www.hull.ac.uk/renforum/current.htm

16. Work Discussed in a Secondary Source (#22, p. 247)

Reference in the text 

Johnson's study (as cited in Beatty, 1982) illustrates that . . . 

Reference at the end of the text (bibliography)

Beatty, J. (1982). Task-evoked pupillary responses, processing load, and the structure of processing resources. Psychological Bulletin, 91, 276-292.

17. Newspaper Article, No Author (#9, p. 242)

Counseling foreign students. (1982, April). Boston Globe, p. B14. 


24. Web Site Published by an Organization (# 81, p.275)
American Psychological Association. (n.d.) APAStyle.org: Electronic references. Retrieved August 31, 2001, from http://www.apa.org/journals/webref.html
32. Interviews and other Personal Communications
The APA considers all personal communications, including interviews, as non-recoverable data, and therefore recommends that you not include these citations in your reference list.  Instead, you should simply include an acknowledgement in the text of your paper, in the form of a parenthetical statement.  Provide the initials as well as the surname of the person and as exact a date as possible. 

(D. Johnson, personal communication, February 14, 2004)

D. Johnson (personal communication, February 14, 2004) provided an interesting description…

33. Class Lectures
Only include class lectures in your reference list if they are formal lectures that recur each year for which your professor likely has extensive notes.  For more informal class discussions use the Personal Communication format above.

Dockray-Miller, M. (2004, March). Modernism: A quick overview. Lecture given in CLITR 2116 English Literature II: Romanticism to the Present, Lesley University, Cambridge, MA.

34. Quote from Another Source
If you will be using information from a source that is attributed to a separate author than the source you actually read, you need to include the source you read in your reference list and mention the author that work discusses in the text of your paper.  In the example below, you would actually have the article by Beatty in hand but want to refer to the study by Johnson (unread by you) that Beatty mentioned.

Reference in the text 

Johnson's study (as cited in Beatty, 1982) illustrates that . . . 

Reference at the end of the text (bibliography)

Beatty, J. (1982). Task-evoked pupillary responses, processing load, and the structure of processing resources. Psychological Bulletin, 91, 276-292.
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