Rubric for Evaluating a Research Project
As a teacher working with a project-oriented class, I have found it useful to present students with a grading rubric. Students generally appreciate knowing exactly what is expected of them, and a clear rubric serves as a road map

to help you to steer your way to success.

	CRITERIA
	POINTS

POSSIBLE
	YOUR

 SCORE

	Project Proposal
	
	

	Problem identified and hypothesis formulated
	2
	

	Equipment to be used, key problems in measurement identified
	2
	

	Experimental procedure clearly outlined
	2
	

	Ideas expressed logically and concisely
	2
	

	Draft of schedule and project locations presented
	2
	

	subtotal
	10
	

	Project Design and Experimentation
	
	

	Original data provided and photos of project experimentation included
	5
	

	Quantitative data collected,  presented clearly, flows from listed procedures
	4
	

	Use of a control (or references to known behavior in the wild)
	4
	

	Size for each experimental AND control group is 10+ or has 10+ repeat trials
	5
	

	Results sensibly correlated with results from previous research
	6
	

	Experimental design reflects purpose
	6
	

	Error minimal
	5
	

	Creative, novel problem‑solving
	5
	

	subtotal
	40
	

	Written Report
	
	

	Report was neatly presented, properly formatted
	26
	

	Citations and Literature Cited were included to back up later analysis
	14
	

	One-page abstract summarizing results and conclusions was included
	10
	

	Purpose, historical background and lab design stated in introduction
	55
	

	Materials and Procedure clearly outlined
	20
	

	Results presented with data tables and graphs in a useful manner
	20
	

	Error analyzed and explained
	15
	

	Analysis of results convincingly correlated with previous research or experience
	30
	

	Conclusions were consistent with results, hypothesis verified or rejected
	20
	

	subtotal
	210
	

	Science Fair Display or Oral Report
	
	

	Neat, properly constructed and formatted project display board
	25
	

	3-dimensional model or artistic/photographic representation 
	15
	

	Creative design elements or multimedia presentation to enhance understanding
	10
	

	subtotal
	50
	

	TOTAL POINTS FOR PROPOSAL, EXPERIMENTATION & REPORT
	260
	

	Bonus Points for Science Fair Display and/or Oral Report
	50
	

	FINAL SCORE
	(out of 260)
	


